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Engineering Advisory Committee Minutes, 9/28/99


LAS POSITAS COLLEGE

ENGINEERING/ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

APPROVED

Tuesday, September 28, 1999

Las Positas College, Room 1603

PRESENT

Dr. Neal Ely, Dean of Academic Services at LPC

Gill Cruz, Engineering Instructor, LPC; Engineer, Lawrence Livermore National Lab

Richard Finn, Manager (retired) Sandia National Lab

Dr. Billy Sanders, Engineering Dept, University of California at Davis

Michael J. Tatoyan, Principal Engineer, M.J. Tatoyan & Associates

Alec R. Willis, Retired Engineering Manager & Consultant, Sandia National Lab

Dr. Winston Wong, LPC Mathematics Instructor

Carolyn Baranouskas, Instructor at LPC

Bob Wood, Vocation Education Projects, LPC

Dr. Joy Bhadury, Director of Engineering Program California State University, Hayward

Ken Peterson, Linhart Peterson Powers Associates

I.
Introductions

Dr. Neal Ely called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.    All members present introduced themselves.   Minutes from the March 30, 1999 meeting were distributed.  The minutes were unanimously approved as corrected.

Page Two, line two, replace “patents” for “sales”.

Richard Finn/Alec Willis/unanimous

II.
College Update of Programs

The college is running a full compliment of engineering courses this fall.  LPC is committed to reenergizing the engineering program, thus allowing some low enrolled courses to remain in the schedule.  Copies of the spring schedule were distributed.  Dr. Ely noted that a new optical science and engineering course will be offered in spring, 2000 in conjunction and cooperation with University of California, Davis.  This is an introductory course to a full program in this area.  Currently, there are only three other optical science and engineering programs in the country.

III.
Report from Las Positas College

There is great support from the advisory committee to encourage hiring a full-time engineering faculty person.  The committee stressed that this step is important to develop the program and properly mentor students.

Dr. Sanders pointed out that U.C. is looking for consistency of instruction in engineering transfer programs, and a full-time faculty member can facilitate this.

Dr. Ely reported that three new adjunct faculty members were hired for fall, 1999 and is currently seeking faculty to teach the spring courses.

Dr. Ely also pointed out that the engineering program is now on the LPC web site.  There is a letter from the dean and a list of course offerings.  He hopes to add additional information in the near future.

IV.
Discussion Items

Gill Cruz reports that equipment is desparately needed for the engineering courses.  The facility and equipment are not adequate for the courses presently taught.  Technical references are also needed for the LRC.  Dr. Wong suggested a Hounsefield tensometer could be used.   

The committee suggests that the college contact local businesses for help with resources.  Ken Peterson has a contact and will report back to Dr. Ely.

Discussion also included use of another campus or business site.  Mr. Cruz has been utilizing videos in his materials courses to demonstrate some processes involved in materials engineering. 

There may be funds available for equipment, references, or both through outreach programs, possibly LLNL.

V. Recommendations from Business and Industry Representatives

· The Engineering Advisory Committee recommends that Las Positas College immediately hire a full-time engineering instructor. MSC (Cruz/Willis/ unanimous)

· The committee strongly recommends that the optics course be advertised as soon as possible.  

· Mr. Finn feels there are problems with Drafting and Engineering Technology being in another division.

VI.
Other

· Ken Peterson will contact Mr. Cruz regarding resources for the spring materials course.

· Mr. Peterson asked if there is a newsletter for part-time faculty.

· Mr. Tatoyan noted there is a need for local engineering technology courses (such as in the area of refrigeration techs). He asked if the college could offer this kind of training.

· Members noted that it is important that the college go to career days at the local high schools to increase visibility.

· Dr. Sanders reiterated that U.C. Davis cannot fill the vacancies for transfer students in the engineering program.  The community college is a good path to U.C. and feels the college should stress this fact.  Dr. Bhadury stated that the same fact applies to CSU.

The next meeting of the Engineering Advisory Committee is planned for Tuesday, March 14, 2000 at 3:30 p.m in Room 1603.  

submitted by Roni Jennings
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