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LAS POSITAS COLLEGE
Fire Service Technology 

Advisory Committee

APPROVED Minutes

Monday, October 2, 2000

Room 1603, 4:30 P.M.

Present:
Ron Johansen, SFFD and LPC FST Coordinator,

Jeff Zolfarelli, Division Chief, Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Dept., LPC Instructor

Steve Prziborowski, Firefighter/Engineer-Paramedic, Santa Clara County Fire Dept., Chabot Instructor

John McPartland, Retired Battalion Chief and LPC/Chabot Instructor

Mike Litvinchuk, Training Officer, Alameda County Fire Dept., Chabot Instructor



Maynard Brown, Chabot FST Coordinator



Bob Wood, LPC Instructor



Dr. Neal Ely, Dean of Academic Services

Introductions

Each committee member introduced himself. 

Approval of Spring Minutes
The minutes of April 24, 2000 were unanimously approved as written.


Ron Johansen/Mike Litvinchuk/unanimous

Dr. Ely thanked the committee for supporting the importance of maintaining an office area for the FST/EMT programs.  Advisory committees are now offered "real" parking permits, vouchers for LPC performing arts productions, and library passes as an expression of appreciation to committee members.

Spring Enrollments

The fall enrollments look good and are up from previous semesters.  FST 50,52,53,55,65 are being offered in fall.

Spring FST Schedule

FST 50, 51,54,56,86 will be offered in spring, 2001.  Coordinating the offerings with Chabot is helping to contribute to increased enrollments and provides more opportunities for students to complete the program.

Update on Capt. John Torres

Capt. Torres is still in treatment.  Substitutes are filling in for him.  The committee expressed concern for his recovery and hope he can return to teaching in the spring.

Introduction of New Staff

Capt. Mike Grillo joined the LPC staff this fall.  He is in charge of training in Hayward.  Mike Avila will team teach this spring with Capt. Grillo.

Fire Apparatus Acquisition

Ron Johansen reports that the fire truck is still at Camp Parks.  If the college had a police department connection, we would have a higher priority to acquire the truck.  We can also go through the state education system, but that would result in very low priority.  He will continue to work on this acquisition.

FST 74 for Spring, 2001

Ron Johansen would like to see FST 74 back in the schedule.  It was dropped from the schedule last spring.  Student demand is great for this course.  The college may have to update the course description to conform to the state course description.  

FST Club Update

The club was started several semesters ago but has been inactive since the club lost its leadership.  Students are interested in getting the club going again.

LPC Fire Academy Proposal

Ron Johansen wants to reconsider offering a fire academy at Las Positas.  New retirement incentives and a shortage of paramedic staff are creating a shortage of qualified firefighters.  One of the reasons the committee elected to drop discussion of an LPC academy several years ago was lack of jobs, but that picture is rapidly changing.  Every fire department is now hiring.  An academy would work with creative scheduling (alternate days sections).  Butte and Modesto have some model programs to look at.

Employment Needs in Tri-Valley Area
Mike Litvinchuk suggests that the colleges develop a well-rounded program to turn out qualified candidates.  The committee suggests looking at I.E.C. to partner with both colleges to offer special classes.

Field Trips

Ron Johansen encourages instructors to use lab time for field trips to offer exposure to various experiences, such as physical agility.  Mike Litvinchuk and John McPartland invited LPC students and instructors to participate in activities at Chabot.

Recommendations from the Advisory Committee

Maynard Brown encouraged the practice of "stacking classes", that is offering one course right after another to help students in the FST program.

Ron Johansen recommends that we look at new ways to continue to share ideas and training opportunities with Chabot, as well as cooperating to keep curriculum guidelines current.

Ron Johansen and Mike Litvinchuk recommend that the colleges form partnerships with outside agencies such as I.E.C. to provide unique certifications to provide our students with a better employment advantage.  Ron Johansen/Mike Litvinchuk/unanimous

Other

· Maynard Brown announced that Chabot received a five year recertification as a Regional Fire Academy.

· Maynard Brown invited the committee to Chabot College's FST Advisory Committee meeting on Tuesday, November 7, 2000 at 3:00 P.M. in Rm 1506.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 P.M.  

The next meeting will be Monday, April 2, 2001 at 4:30 P.M. in Room 1603.
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