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LAS POSITAS COLLEGE

Fire Service Technology 

Advisory Committee

APPROVED MINUTES

Monday, April 2, 2001

Room 1603, 4:30 P.M.

Present:
Ron Johansen, SFFD and LPC FST Coordinator,

Steve Prziborowski, Firefighter/Engineer-Paramedic, Santa Clara County Fire Dept., Chabot Instructor

John McPartland, Retired Battalion Chief and LPC/Chabot Instructor

Terry Givens, Asst. Chief ALCO Vol

Steve Cochran, Captain, San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District

Josh Gatkin, Captain/Paramedic, Livermore Pleasanton Fire Dept, LPC instructor

Gordon Dakin, Captain/Medic, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, LPC instructor

Roy Andora, Firefighter/Paramedic, Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Dept, LPC instructor

Jim Linhart, Division Chief, Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Dept

Tim Kordes, Engineer, Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Dept



Lori Adkins, LPC instructor and Clinical Coordinator



Bob Wood, LPC Instructor



Dr. Neal Ely, Dean of Academic Services

Introductions

Dr. Ely welcomed the new members and representatives to the committee.  

Approval of Spring Minutes
The minutes of October 2, 2000 were unanimously approved as written.


Ron Johansen/Steve Prziborowski/unanimous

Spring Enrollments

The spring enrollments look solid up and are up from previous semesters.  FST 50,51,54,56,86 are being offered this spring.

Fall FST Schedule

FST 50, 52,53,55, 65, and 74 will be offered in Fall, 2001.  The coordinators from LPC and Chabot are still working together to offer FST courses at complementary times.  This method seems to help both college enrollments.  

Curriculum Issues

Ron Johansen opened discussion on offering PHED 2FSC, a course currently taught at Chabot that is part of the FST curriculum.  The course will meet the needs of students and match Chabot's requirements to enter the fire academy.  The state is also requiring new agility and physical fitness standards.  Dr. Ely pointed out the FST instructors must work with the dean of Division I, Pam Luster, to get this PE class in the class schedule.

FST 52 will be rewritten this spring to conform with College Title 5 requirements.  FST 74 will have changes to reflect state requirements and therefore, will be rewritten.  FST 86 will also be rewritten, based on mandatory state requirements.  There will be some degree and certificate changes due to new state requirements effective July 1, 2001.

Chabot is offering FST 53 this summer.

Gordon Dakin and John McPartland both suggest that FST 65 be offered in larger blocks of time.  Perhaps it could be offered in summer or Saturdays.  They also suggest offering courses to coincide with major outside training activities to expose students to actual experience, such as the wildland event in the summer.

New Equipment Purchases

Ron Johansen reports that a 165 pound Rescue Randy was recently purchased.  This equipment will be shared with the EMT classes.  Four hundred feet of wildland progressive hose lay packs, handtools and portable collapsible backpack pumps have been ordered.  

Equipment Donations
Ron Johansen donated two OB mannequins and one airway management mannequin.  He is also working on getting 10 SCBA (no cylinders) donated from Alameda County Fire Dept.  Dr. Ely asked for an itemized value estimate of the donated items so they can be approved and accepted by the Board of Trustees.

Future Fire Academy
Ron Johansen explained the pressing need for training firefighters.  Chief Givens offered utilization of equipment.  This sharing of resources would also benefit his volunteer firefighers.  Capt. Dakin suggested that we make sure we have local chief support for an academy.  Capt. Gatkin stated that the job market is there and trained people are needed now, with more needed in the near future.  Dr. Ely would like more information before committing the college to embark on starting up a fire academy.

FST Club Update
There has been no progress this year.  Mr. Johansen gave the club materials to the students, but there has been no follow through.

On-line Courses

It appears that there is not much interest from the committee to offer FST courses on-line at this time.

Dedicated Storage Facility and Office Space
Ron Johansen reported that there are other discipline's equipment stored in the already too crowded FST storage unit.  The EMT equipment is also store there.  He would like to see if it is possible to move out anything that doesn’t belong to FST or EMT or that is old and obsolete.  He also stated that the FST and EMT programs need a dedicated office space for curriculum materials.

LPC "Certificates"

Ron Johansen explained the need for students to show that they meet certain requirements, such as the ten hour cultural diversity segment, that is buried in FST 65.  Students need to verify that they have met certain requirements on their resumes.  Dr. Ely suggested that we look into a process for addressing this need.  

Discipline Meeting
Ron thanked the EMT and Health instructors for coming to the meeting.  These instructors are invited to attend and participate in all future advisory meetings.  He also advised all the instructors that they will be evaluated, per the faculty contract, every three years.  

Instructors are asked to make sure the college has up-to-date information, such as address, phone, or name changes.

Mr. Johansen also reminded instructors to plan ahead for field trips, especially those out of the district.  Instructors must notify the absence line (extension 2390) so that the classroom can be posted on the day of the field trip.

He also noted that there was a nice article in The Express about Gordon Dakin's class.

EMT Student Intern Ambulance Time
Mr. Johansen has received tentative approval from the San Francisco Fire Department to have 7-8 students do 12 hours for "ride alongs".  He wants to make sure that all students have the opportunity to meet this requirement.

The EMT instructors report that they have the "ride alongs" covered at this time.  

Josh Gatkin reported that the college is receiving a Continuing Education provider number to accommodate recertifications.

Recommendations from the Advisory Committee

· The committee reiterates the importance of having a dedicated storage and office space for the FST and EMT programs.

· The college should pursue offering a Fire Officer Certification program for sworn firefighters.

· Offer FST 65 and 86 in Summer, 2002.

· Explore the possibility of offering a fire academy.  Determine the feasibility and a time line.

· Create LPC "certificates" for special blocks of curriculum.

· Coordinate with the PE department to be able to offer PHED 2FSC.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 P.M.  

The next meeting will be Monday, October 22, 2001 at 4:30 P.M. in Room 1603.

Minutes submitted by Roni Jennings, Administrative Assistant II, Division III.
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