LAS POSITAS COLLEGE/ TRI-VALLEY ROP

HORTICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, March 7, 2001

4:30 p.m. Tri-Valley ROP Office
APPROVED MINUTES

Present:

Neal Ely, Dean, Las Positas College

Sandie Fowler Elliott, JPA Landscaping

Dean Schenone, Floratech

Joanie Fields, Instructor, Tri-Valley ROP

Tim Hern, Director, Tri-Valley ROP

Bob Wood, Dean, Las Positas College

Ralph Riva, Wente Vineyards

Roger Fiske, Fiske Landscaping

Ron Furtado, Instructor, Livermore High School

Pat Kirkindall, Instructor, Tri-Valley ROP

Jean Kaput, Coordinator, Pleasanton Unified School District

Ron Liljedahl, Las Positas College

Bob Luehrs, Helping Hands Landscape Design 

Mike Gatzman, Wente Vineyards

John Silva Caltrans Maintenance

Introductions

Committee members were asked to sign in and update organization information.  New members from the community were asked to introduce themselves. In appreciation of the committee membership, Las Positas College presented members with parking permits, library resource cards, and performing arts vouchers.

Distribution of the Fall, 2000 minutes
The minutes from the Fall meeting were reviewed and approved.

ROP Report
Tim Hern reported that Tri-Valley ROP will eliminate a section of landscaping at Village High School next year due to declining enrollment.  Mr. Hern asked the committee members for recommendations/suggestions on ideas to increase enrollments.

College Report
Dean Ely reported that: 1) the enrollment in the  Las Positas Horticulture program was down, 2)the new Viticulture course is a success, 3)  enrollment was a mixed interest group, and  4) the refurbishment of the green house is complete.  A preliminary copy of the Fall 2001 schedule of classes was distributed for review.

Reports to the Committee
Development of a new course, Enology, is still being pursued.

Discussion Items  

There will be a change in the format of the Spring Symposium 2001; classes will be offered, with breaks in between.   Tri-Valley ROP offered to help with event publicity. The declining enrollment of the Horticulture Program at Las Positas was discussed.

Recommendations from Advisory Members  

Recommendations from the members were as follows:  to obtain/present accurate information to prospective students regarding occupational opportunities and salaries, continue to expand the Viticulture Program, to try to recruit more students from the high schools, and to look into developing a Field Day as a means of program promotion.  

Date of the Next Meeting
Submitted by Veronica Jennings, Administrative Assistant, Academic Services, Division III
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